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Abstract

The lactose-fermenter Enterobacteriaceac are the most frequent cause of clinical infection in our
country. The objective of this study was to isolate and identify the most common lactose-fermen-
tor Enterobacteriaceae from dlinical samples, including urine, biood, wounds, and sputum, ohiained
from the local hospital and from environmental samples from a chicken farm, agricalture soil, and
water from the Tigris River in Baghdad City. The study also aimed at esiablishing the antibiolic re-
sistance patterns of the isolated bacteria. A total of 155 bacterial isclates were identified from 10
genera according to the Viiek 2 system. The most common bacterial isolates from the clinical and
environmental samples were Escherichia coli and Klebsiella pneumoniae, respectively. The antibi-
otic resistance patterns showed that all clinical and environmental isolates were muitidrog resistant
to fi-iactam (except carbapenems] drug and aminoglycosides and more sensitive to carbapenems.
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{. Introduction

Enterobacteriaceae are distributed woridwide. They are found in soif, water, fruits, meats, eggs, vegetables,
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